SECOND TREATY OF THE TRIPLE ALLIANCE       115
ARTICLE V.
The High Contracting Parties mutually promise secrecy as to the contents of the present Treaty.
ARTICLE VI.
The present Treaty shall enter into force from the day of the exchange of ratifications and shall remain in force until May 30, 1892.
ARTICLE VII.
The ratifications shall be exchanged at Berlin within a period of a fortnight, or sooner if may be. In witness whereof, etc. [Berlin, February 20, 1887.] 8
Final Protocol between Austria-Hungary, the German Empire, and Italy.   February 20, 1887,
The undersigned have just proceeded to the signing of an Additional Treaty prolonging the duration of the Treaty of Alliance concluded at Vienna, May 20, 1882.
There has been signed at the same time a Separate Treaty between Austria-Hungary and Italy and a Separate Treaty between Germany and Italy. These last two Acts, although distinct, respond none the less to the general spirit of the aforementioned agreement of 1882 ; because today, as then, the three Monarchies are aiming essentially at the maintenance of peace.
The simultaneity of the signatures affixed to the Treaties under date of this day demonstrates this uniformity of understanding between the respective Governments, and the undersigned are pleased to testify thereto by signing the present and single Proces-verbal.
Done at Berlin, February 20, 1887.
Szechenyi.
v. Bismarck.
Launay.
8  Added in Count Kalnoky's handwriting.
9  Original:  St. A., Polit. Arch., Sammlung der geheimen Vertragsurkunden, n. 18, Geheimakten, XV, 85. ,